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of officials but the schools everywhere received less money than before 
1860. The schools were in general distinctly inferior to the old schools 
and in many places purposely made unacceptable to the whites. There 
was in consequence a rapid development of private schools, which in re- 
cent days have somewhat hindered the development of public schools. 
There is reason to believe that a school system under the control of the 
native whites after 1867 would have made more progress. 

In this book Mr. Knight has written an interesting and valuable intro- 
duction to a study which he or another must complete — a thorough 
working out of the educational aspects of the reconstruction. This and 
other books on the subject are based too much upon statutes, constitu- 
tions, and official documents. Not enough attention is given to the actual 
working out of the reconstruction plan over the southern states, to the 
use of the schools as a political instrument, to the reaction of this upon 
politics, to the effect upon popular opinion in regard to public educa- 
tion and particularly in regard to Negro education. It is this aspect of 
reconstruction as much as the political revolution that made the "Solid 
South." 

"Walter L. Fleming 

An Official Guide to the Historical Materials in the Mississippi Depart- 
ment of Archives and History. By Dunbar Rowland, LL.D., 
director. [Eleventh Annual Report of the Director of the 
Department of Archives and History of the State of Missis- 
sippi from November 1, 1911, to October 31, 1912.] (Nash- 
ville, Tennessee: Brandau-Craig-Dickerson Company, 1914. 
147 p.) 
This volume consists of three parts — the eleventh and twelfth annual 
reports of the director of the department of archives and history, and a 
guide to the historical materials in the department. In addition to a 
report on routine matters the annual reports recount the activities of the 
department in the collection and classification of historical material. In 
this connection the announcement is made of the completion of the work 
of securing transcripts from the French, English, and Spanish archives 
relating to the history of Mississippi. "The completion of this under- 
taking gives the State of Mississippi a complete collection of documentary 
material relating to its history from 1678, . . . until 1798, when Missis- 
sippi Territory was organized. This, with our collection of original rec- 
ords, gives us a complete chain of documents from the earliest plans for 
the occupation of the country to the present time." Perhaps the next 
most notable activity, from the standpoint of the student of general 
American history, is the work of collecting the papers of Jefferson Davis. 
In this work progress is reported. 
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Mr. Rowland's comments relative to the extent of state archives may 
likewise prove of considerable general interest. The territorial archives 
from 1798 to 1817 are relatively complete. Beginning with the latter 
date, however, the gaps are many, especially in the period from 1817 to 
1839. From the latter date to 1861 the records are fairly complete and 
even in the Civil "War period there seems to have been no very great loss. 
Again, the records of the period from 1868 to 1895 were not properly 
preserved. 

The guide to the historical materials, which forms the appendix to the 
volume, is a chronological list of volumes of documents, arranged by 
periods, such as that of the English dominion or of the territorial gov- 
ernment, and by departments, such as governors' records and auditors' 
records. The volumes for each period, department, or series are num- 
bered independently, and include dates and a brief statement of contents. 

C. B. C. 

The Winning of the Far West. A History of the Regaining of Texas, 
of the Mexican War, of the Oregon Question, and of the Suc- 
cessive Additions to the Territory of the United States within 
the Continent of America, 1829-1867. By Robert McNutt Mc- 
Elroy. (New York and London: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1914. 
384 p. $2.50 net) 
This book ' ' was written ... to constitute a continuation of Mr. Roose- 
velt 's Winning of the West. For the views expressed in the volume, Mr. 
Roosevelt is, however," we are naively informed, "in no way respon- 
sible." More than one-third of the 367 pages of text is consumed in 
sketching the campaigns and battles of the Mexican "War. Of the re- 
maining 240 pages, 85 are devoted to the acquisition of Texas, 43 to the 
Oregon question, 25 to the occupation of New Mexico and California, 35 
to the compromise of 1850, 18 to the purchase of Alaska, 19 to the dec- 
laration of war against Mexico, and 15 to the treaty of Guadalupe 
Hidalgo. For the past dozen years the theme of the volume has fur- 
nished one of the most active and fruitful fields of investigation in Amer- 
ican history. Just one thing might barely excuse — though it would 
hardly justify — a serious historian in ignoring the very substantial pro- 
duct of recent laborers in this field ; that would be a more complete pre- 
sentation of the subject than they have made, based at least on all the 
sources known to them, or rejecting those sources for cause. Mr. MeEl- 
roy has not this excuse. Garrison, Reeves, Adams, Smith, Rives, Schafer, 
Meany and others have presented different phases of the subject with a 
completeness, and a comprehensiveness of research which his book 
does not approach ; and they differ in essential particulars from some of 
his conclusions. Mr. Garrison, moreover, except for the disproportion- 



